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THE DESK OF PASTOR DON

HOW TO BE CHRIST-LIKE IN TODAY’S WORLD, PART 1
This month I begin a 3 part message here in the Beacon about how to live like Christ in
times like these. Part 1 (August) will deal with understanding what our walk is to look like
when it comes to governing authorities. Our focus scripture will be the thirteenth chapter in
Romans, but we will also be looking at the example that Jesus gave us as recorded in the Gospels. Let’s go!
When talking about submitting to the governing authorities (Romans 13:1-2), Paul was in
a situation where his governing authority was Rome. Not a very ‘democratic’ type of republic! Living in America, we have the opportunity to speak out about the decisions, laws, and
decrees that our ruling government issues. But as a Christian, we cannot disobey those said
regulations and laws. The ONLY exception is when man’s law is not in line with God’s. Acts
4 is often used as an example of such a decision, as Peter told the ruling authority (in this case
the Sanhedrin) that he was choosing to obey God rather than them, my paraphrase. Another
example is from Jesus’ response when challenged about paying taxes to Caesar. In Matthew
22:21 he told those who were trying to trap him into saying something they could ‘use against
him,’ ‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.”
In looking at these several passages (and there are many others) it becomes clear that to be
Christ-like is to be humble enough to submit to the decrees of the governing authority UNLESS they are in conflict with God’s word and His Holy Spirit. Can we speak out against unjust laws? Of course we can! But we need to do so with gentleness and respect— not with
arrogance or malice, but with humility and love. But how do we respond when the governing
authority decides to do something we do not agree with but is not against God’s word? Submit. I know that is a hard word to swallow, let alone live out. The human nature does not like
to submit to anyone! And in this 21st century, society increasingly shouts out that it is all
about you, all about what you want, and what makes you ‘feel’ good.
In the face of this, Christians are called to walk humbly, to seek justice and to love mercy.
We are called to love others like ourselves. We are taught to put the needs of others ahead of
our own. We are challenged to deny self, take up our cross and follow Jesus! Jesus was all
about serving others. He came to do that, not to be served. His life reflected that core value.
He sacrificed His comfort for the comfort of others. As a follower of Jesus, as a disciple of
His, we are called to do the same. Next month we will look at how to be Christ-like in our
communities, and in October how to be Christ-like in our families. As always, I welcome
your feedback on how the Holy Spirit speaks to you through these mini devotionals. If you
have any questions about how to live in submission to the governing authorities, please give
me a call or stop in. I would love to chat!
Blessings!
Pastor Don
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Pastor Don




For Royetta’s speedy recovery and return to the office! This has been an ‘interesting’ couple of weeks!
For wisdom in all I do and say.
Clear insight as to the direction the Spirit is leading me.



For our discipleship “life groups”, as we are still unable to meet over the summer. Pray for those who are in your own class.
For several upcoming church ministries: Financial Peace University; VBS; Marriage Night.
For Emily and I, as we navigate a period of transition with our jobs.




Pastor Brian

Pastor Don’s email is
doublinggap@embarqmail.com
OR
feedmandcs@yahoo.com
In case of an emergency you
may contact Pastor Don at
home or on his cell phone at:

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS
FOR JULY

SECRETAR-

Y’S OFFICE

Monday through Thursday

HOURS

8AM to 12 NOON

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Fridays “off” day.
Also appointments can be made .

9 AM to 1 PM
dgapsec@embarqmail.com

Home: 776-1191
Cell: 278-7904

Church Services Update
1. Wednesday night Bible study has resumed with sanctuary gatherings! Also as of June 24th, Youth Group and Kid’s Club has
resumed. Please be mindful of the CDC recommendation to still wear masks in public. We will be practicing some seating distancing, so during the teaching you need not keep your mask on. Start time is 6:45!!
2. Sunday morning Worship at 10:00 now includes Junior Church!! The nursery is open for those who need to use it during the
services, but will not be staffed. For families with young children, we have opened up the classrooms to the rear of the sanctuary
to allow for some more space for the active ones in the family! Once again, masks should be worn entering and leaving and also
during any other time of interaction without the normal distancing. While seated for the service, masks can be removed. Singing
will be encouraged but only while remaining seated. Simply be respectful of those who choose to wear a mask. They are doing so
for their safety and/or the safety of those in their care.
3. Live streaming will continue for both of these services so that those who still feel uncertain about group gatherings can worship with us.
4. We have added an FM transmitter to our Sunday morning and Wednesday night options! This means you can still come to
the church, tune into FM 89.7 and hear the service. Bring a lawn chair and portable radio and you can even spread out in the
grassy area on the cemetery side of the property.
5. Sunday school classes will be resuming on Sunday, September 13.
As always, if you have any questions about any of the guidelines or meeting times and setup, call Pastor Brian or me!
Blessings! PD
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From the desk of pastor Brian
When Prayers Are NOT Answered : The In-Between
Some of the most painful prayers we experience are the ones that go unanswered. The list is long and crowded. Single people
pray for a spouse; married couples pray for a child; parents pray for their unsaved children, and children pray for their unsaved
parents; we battle illnesses, both physical and mental; we’re laid off and looking for work; we desperately wish for a new job
that is more fulfilling, more providing, and less combative; and on it goes. There was a time when Emily and I prayed for
months, trying to decide if we should sell our house, and if so – where we should move to. While I cannot speak directly into
your situation and offer you an answer to the question “when will this prayer get answered”, I will at least offer you some encouragement from scripture. Take some time today and read Psalm 102 – you might be surprised at what you find. The writer
of the Psalm feels as though his prayers have gone unanswered. Yet, in the middle of his lament, he stops as he recognizes
God’s position. In verse 12, his tone suddenly changes when he declares “You, oh LORD, sit enthroned forever!” The truth is,
God is where He’s always been – on His throne. Nothing in our circumstances changes who God is, and the bible teaches us
that God is good. The writer of Psalm 102 looks ahead to a time when God will restore all things, and make all things right:
“He will respond to the prayer of the destitute and does not despise their prayer!” (v. 17, with emphasis)
Many of who feel like our prayers are not heard are living in what Margaret Feinberg calls “the in-between” (check out her
book, The Sacred Echo). Read through the bible and you’ll find a surprising number of people who experienced the in-between.
Hannah prayed a son “year after year”, all while her rival (her husband’s “other” wife) provoked her to the point of tears and
refusal to eat. (I Sam. 1) Abraham and Sarah were well past the point of having children, although God had long ago promised
them a son. (Gen. 17) Noah spent 120 years building the massive ark, not knowing what rain was or when it would come.
(Gen. 6-8) John the Baptist baptized many, knowing when Messiah would come but not knowing who it was until the day he
saw the Spirit descend on Jesus. (Matt. 3) The disciples, after seeing the risen Lord, were told to wait in Jerusalem until the
Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, but they were not told how long. (Acts 1) Paul prayed 3 times for Jesus to remove the “thorn in
his flesh” before getting an answer. (2 Corn. 7) And, if you think back to some of your own prayers that have been answered,
you’ll remember that there was a time between when you started praying, and when the prayer was answered – an “inbetween” time. Do you remember how you felt then – and how you felt when the prayer was finally answered? Could it be,
friend, that you are right now living in “the in-between”? Living in the in-between is frustrating and often difficult. We live in
a culture of instant. Email, texting, and smart phones have drastically reduced wait time. It’s hard to accept waiting on God
for something, especially when we often don’t have any idea how long we’ll have to wait.
And sometimes… God’s answer to our plea is something else. Like a parent raising a toddler, sometimes God says “no”, and
most of the time, like a toddler, we don’t understand why. As parents, we have a different perspective on the word “no” than
our kids do, because we understand the “why” behind the “no.” When it comes to prayer, though, we must remember that
we’re in the position of the child, and God is the parent. Single people pray for a spouse, while the days stretch into months
stretch into years. We pray for healing, and the affliction persists. We pray for a job, and nothing comes. We wait, and ask
“Why, God? When, God? Please, God!” And the answer comes back in the silence: “No. I have something else in mind.”
That goes against the grain of every selfish desire in our spirits! One mark of maturity is accepting that which we do not agree
with. The question is, will you accept God’s answer, even if it differs from your own desire?

Christian, we must pray, in spite of the hurts and in spite of the disappointment. Prayer changes us; it helps us to see things
from God’s perspective. Prayer is the line of communication between us and God. So where are you, on this journey? Are
you waiting, in-between asking and receiving? Are you struggling to understand the “why” behind the “no”? Have you given up
on prayer because you’re tired of being disappointed? Robert Law said “Prayer is a mighty instrument, not for getting man’s
will done in heaven, but for getting God’s will done on Earth.” Will you make time for prayer today?
Praying that I will yield myself to God’s will, and not my own… and that you will, too.
~Pastor Brian

P AGE 4

ACTS OF RANDOM KINDNESS KIDS (ARKK)
“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

COAT COLLECTION – For the month of August ARKK will continue collecting coats and jackets in new or
good condition. We will be donating these items to the Isaiah 61 Ministries.
ONGOING COLLECTION REMINDER: Keep bringing in those aluminum soda tabs and glossy magazines for the
Ronald McDonald House in Hershey. We are continuing our Egg carton collection for New Hope Ministries. ARKK
will be collecting these items indefinitely.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Melisa Lucas at 717-713-4244 (cell) or email at actsofrandomkindnesskids@gmail.com.
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P AGE 5

Balance as of May 31, 2020

$40,096.35 Oqobo (Computer)
Kuhn Communications (Phone Installation)
$30,139.26 Perry Pest Control (Quarterly Treatment)

DEPOSITS

Blue Mountain Blooms (Get Well)
EXPENSES:

Cash (Honorarium)

Donald C. Snyder ( Salary)

$1,723.20 Adams Electric Cooperative
$1,192.10 Justin Kaufman (Sound Room Chairs)

Donald C. Snyder (Housing)
Donald C. Snyder (Mileage Reimbursement)
Brian L. Ramsey (Director of Discipleship)
Royetta G. Baughman (Secretary)
The Board of Pensions
ERC (Retired Pastors Insurance)

ERC (Faith Promise-Acosta)
ERC (Benevolent.Bangalesh)
ELIC (Benevolent/Amber Shaffer)
CCO (Missions/Alycia Hodill)

$218.94
$225.00
$42.00
$400.00
$189.00
$286.16

$109.25 Sherry Koppenhaver (May Cleaning Service)
$526.81 Benders Auto Supplies (Tanbark)

$420.00

$529.30 Bill Fulton (Lawn Mower Gas)
$468.41 Century Link

$101.30

$98.33 BB's ( Benevolent)
$2,179.00 From Benv to Missions/Reimbursement Income)

ERC (Conference Tithe)

$20.00

$27.93

$143.18
$48.51
$600.00

$2,190.00 Right Now Campaign (Monthly Service)
$517.18 Mirelle Associates (P/R & Tax Service)

$137.79

$1,000.00 PA Dept of Revenue (SIT)
$60.00 Internal Revenue Service (FIT,SS,Medi)

$155.77

Winebrenner Theological Seminary (Missions)

$60.00 Send International (Heather/Tony Book)
$86.34 Avant Ministries (Ruth/Scott Yingling)

Office Depot (Office Supplies)
Dairy Queen (Gift Cards/Fathers' Day)

$300.00 TOTAL EXPENSES:
$114.32

Waste Management (Trash Service)
Lease Services (Copier Monthly Charge)

$57.00 Balance as of June 30, 2020

Paw Packs (Benevolent)

$460.00

Building Fund ………………………………. $276,044.64
(CD $206,224.87 + Checking $69,819.77)
The following is a breakdown of the major funds
available within the general treasury:
Live Nativity Fund

$4,011.69

Missions Fund

$1,602.29

Mission Trip Funds

$9,099.82

$85.00

$982.86
$70.00
$125.00
$15,949.68
$54,285.93
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Check these out on

NEW FROM RIGHT NOW MEDIA!!

You have the option of doing a group bible study from the comfort and safety of your own home!
RNM has a new “Watch as a Virtual Group” feature, which allows one person to act as a
“host”, and this person can play, pause, and rewind videos for the entire group. All viewers &
participants can use a chat window to share thoughts and comments. Use in conjunction with a
video-sharing app like Skype or Zoom, and you can be part of a bible study group without leaving
home! For questions or help in setting one up, see Pastor Brian.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“The Story of Reality”, by Gregory Koukl. Biblical Christianity is more than just another private religious view. It's more than just a personal relationship with God or a source of moral teaching. Christianity is a
picture of reality. It explains why the world is the way it is. When the pieces of this puzzle are properly assembled, we see the big picture clearly. Christianity is a true story of how the world began, why the world is the
way it is, what role humans play in the drama, and how all the plot lines of the story are resolved in the end. In
The Story of Reality Video Study, Gregory Koukl explains the words that form the narrative backbone of the
Christian story. Each session identifies the most important things that happen in the story in the order they
take place, beginning with an examination of reality, and God, and moving through man, Jesus, the cross, and
resurrection. 6 sessions, averaging 25 minutes each. An optional study guide book can be purchased for $9.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“The Comeback” by Louie Giglio. Feeling like you've blown it? Reached the point of no return? That
your life hasn't gone as planned? If so, you are not alone. We all know what it feels like to have life disappoint
us and not work out as we'd hoped. We all know what's it's like to long for something different, something better,
and something more. God is in the business of giving fresh starts to people. He gives hope to the hopeless.
Direction to the directionless. Help to those who need help. God is always good, all the time, and His plans will
always prevail, even when our plans don't. He already knows what the solutions are. No matter what kind of
disappointment or grief or pain or trouble or heartache we encounter, God always offers a new beginning, a
change of heart, and a powerful spiritual turnaround. God offers the way forward, and his pathways are always
good. 6 sessions, each average about 20 minutes. An optional study guide can be purchased for $5.

“Faith Under Fire”, by Lee Strobel. In this ten-session small group Bible study, Strobel hosts interviews and debates between knowledgeable and passionate experts discussing what they believe and why
they believe it. Each video averages 15 minutes. An optional study guide can be purchased for $5.
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Is it time for our kids to have a cell phone?
By Danny Huerta (www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting)

At some point, every family will face the question, “Is it time for my kid to have a cell phone?” Some better questions
might be, “Is my child ready for the onslaught of temptations and opportunities for connection? Are we, as parents,
ready for some “techno-ference,” intentional conversations, and essential boundaries?” My kids both have phones now
and we have had ongoing conversations about limits, responsibilities, and freedoms that first began with a phone contract. While it may sound restrictive, a phone contract is really an opportunity to pursue true freedoms together.

Getting a phone for your teenager is a good way to affirm the fact that your child is growing up and it’s a big step in the
dynamics of your family. Your child may be gaining more responsibilities and freedoms, but also more influences and
temptations. It is important for us as parents to help them successfully handle these responsibilities and freedoms in
healthy ways. My wife and I sat down with our family to talk about our values and how they relate to having, owning,
and using phones. We created a contract to help begin the conversation and dialogue regarding the phone and its various freedoms, temptations, and necessary limits. A phone is a tool for relationship and certainly requires guidance and
openness along the way.
Goals of a Phone Contract. The goal of the phone contract is to increase awareness, responsibility, openness / conversation, and ownership. Increasing these four areas is key on the road to true freedom. We let our kids know from
the beginning that devices are a privilege. They knew that we would check their phones to maintain trust and establish
true freedoms in their mind and relationships. Privacy is about trust and is not a right. If a child is defensive about having their phone checked, they either have gotten the false idea that privacy means you are grown up or they are trying
to hide something. Ultimately, all of the limits and guidance come down to guarding and guiding the soul and heart.
Cell Phone Awareness. Phone responsibility starts with awareness. Parents want to encourage confidence in how their kids
manage their attention, emotions, relationships, and relationship with God. Having a cell phone can have a major impact on all of those things. Therefore, everything starts with awareness. Awareness of temptations, weaknesses, challenges, triggers, benefits, and tools. Cell phones can foster conversation and allow people to stay more connected.
However, they can also be destructive to relationships, perceptions, beliefs, attention, and well-being. Clear and consistent boundaries, limits, and balance are key to becoming contributors in the world and developing healthy habits. Proverbs 4:23 tells us to “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.”
The content that our kids access on their devices needs to be of Godly value, neutral (not morally wrong), useful for
building up and genuinely connecting with others, helpful in completing school assignments, and respectful of others.
Discuss with your family how a cell phone can help or hinder relationships.

Questions for Discussion:


What will the phone be used for? Some examples might be: to call home, to check in, to use for homework, to connect with friends, to shop, or to play games. Talk through each of these ways that the phone could be used. See if
you come up with anything additional.



What are proper ways to communicate with people in calls, texts, and social media posts? How have your kids seen
this misused by other people? What is the best way to avoid those temptations or that mistake?



How can your family determine if an app, game, etc. meets the right criteria before it is downloaded?



What do you need to learn more about as you guide your children? You can use Plugged In, NetLingo, Common
Sense Media, Axis, and Enough Is Enough as great resources to help you be “in the know”

P AGE 8

Responsibility. Having a phone is a big responsibility. Your teens and tweens will learn how to respect limits, earn trust, and practice obedience by managing their time and limits well on the phone. In order to
help with time management, talk through the following scenarios as a family to set up appropriate boundaries.
Questions for Discussion:


When should the kids put the phone away? Think about family gatherings, the dinner table, church,
and school.



Should there be a daytime routine? Should the routine be different on school days versus on weekends? When are appropriate times for your kids to access the phone? When should the phone be on
its charger? Where will the phone be charged?



How does everyone in your family feel about these limits? Is there anything Biblically that you can
think of that would support these limits?

Openness Encourages Responsibility. It’s a good idea to have parental controls, filters, and blockers on
each phone in your household. Remind your kids not to change or remove these controls. They are in
place to help them be successful at guarding their mind and protecting them from potential threats, as
well as establishing trust.
Cell Phones and Temptation. Everyone faces temptation. Talk with your tweens and teens about
what temptations might come their way. Encourage them to come to you when they are feeling tempted. Explain that if they get help from you upfront, it will be far better than facing the guilt later.
Temptation is a reality. We want our children to have true freedom from temptations and the shame
that comes from giving in to them. Remember: we are all on the same team.
Questions for Discussion:


Have your kids name some things that might be a temptation to them.



What is your action plan for not acting on that temptation?



Talk to your children about predators and how they are increasingly using apps, games, social media, and other online venues to take advantage of or harm young people. Be sure that they know to
get a parent involved immediately if someone asks for their contact information or pictures of
them.



Discuss cell phones and driving. What are the laws about using the phone while driving? What are
best practices where the two are involved?
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Healthy Ownership Builds Healthy Responsibility. As a family, take some time to discuss how the ownership of
the phone affects others. Ownership also means owning mistakes, consequences, successes using the phone,
and eventually the bill.
Questions for Discussion:


When other people are sharing the same space, for instance a living room, how can your kids be thoughtful of those around them when using their phone? For instance, how can they judge the volume or tastes
of others when playing music or videos? How will you gauge this?



What is considered cell phone etiquette?



How should respect be shown to others while they are using their devices?



How much do you think it costs monthly to use the phone? Go through the phone bill together. How
much would it be worth if the money were invested? Talk through the investment of time and money
when owning a phone.

Cell Phone Costs. The costs associated with having a cell phone are another aspect of phone ownership. Here are
some things that you will want to make clear from the start.
Questions for Discussion:


How is the phone being paid for from the beginning?



Who will pay for repairs if the phone is damaged? Or will the phone be used without repairs if it is damaged?



Will the phone be replaced if it is lost? Who will pay for the replacement?

Consequences of Misused Responsibility. Next, you’ll want to decide what consequences your child will face if they
do not adhere to the guidelines outlined on the phone contract. Will they lose privileges? Decide as a family
what will happen for each violation of the rules.
Create a Phone Contract. We are living in an increasingly digital world with technology intertwining more and
more with our everyday lives. It’s important that we as parents help our kids navigate it since it is the world they
will be living in. While it might not seem like a big deal, it is worth creating and going through a phone contract
with your kids to help develop awareness, responsibility, openness, and ownership. Use a contract not as a way
to box your children in, but as a way to foster a deeper connection as a family and deeper awareness and responsibility toward responsible and true freedom. It will be worth the investment as you raise contributors in God’s
kingdom instead of consumers.
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(via simulcast)

Save the Date! Saturday, October 3, 6:00 – 9:00
A night out with comedian Michael Jr., best-selling author and
marriage expert Les and Leslie Parrott, and pastor-author-speaker
couple Conway & Jada Edwards.
The simulcast will be held at the Doubling Gap Church of God.
Tickets are $30 a couple, and includes door prizes and refreshments! More information will be coming later – mark your calendars NOW and plan to attend!!
(There is also an option to view the livestream from home, if you’re not comfortable coming out as a group!)

For more information, contact Pastor Brian.
https://www.marriagenight.org/
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COMING IN August!
“Your money. Your story. Your life. This changes everything.”
Financial Peace University is more than a bible study on personal finance. It is biblically-based, practical, hands-on guidance for how to manage your financial resources. 9 video-based sessions teach you everything from the “why” of handling money, to the nuances of saving and budgeting, to making smart purchases, to navigating insurance and retirement. Your one-year membership also includes access to all videos online, plus a variety of other online tools, and a 1-year membership using the Every Dollar budgeting app
or software for your smart device or computer. Participants also get a workbook that includes all the forms
discussed in the videos, as we learn how to use them.
When you sign up for the course, you get access to all course materials right from the start. You can watch
one a week, or watch them all in a week! Membership includes one-year subscription to Ramsey+, which
includes the course videos and other videos, the Every Dollar budgeting app, tools to track your plan and
your “baby steps”, and more. This course will be a virtual course, led by Justin & Stephanie Morris. Members will meet once a week via Zoom to discuss lessons and answer questions. The class will start the week
of August 16-22. More specific dates will be decided later.
The cost for the class is $50 a person/family. For more information, or to get registered, talk to Justin or
Stephanie, or Pastor Brian.

August 2020
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1
Allison Bear
Charles

2

3

Melissa Lucas

Shay Kane

4
Betty Clouse

5
Meagan Smith
John Holtry Sr.

Randy & Diane
Shade

WMT MEETING

6

7

8

14

15

MISSION BOARD
MEETING

Norm & Sylvia
Miller
6:45 Bible Study

10

9
Sara Baughman

Dawn Agar

11
Oliver Cohick

Bob & Ruth
Yeingst
COUNCIL
MEETING

16

17

Joel & Amber
Whitney

Paul & Joan
Stouffer

23

24

Cora Agar

Renee Mountz

Ruth Personeus

Kevin & Tammy JC & Carley
Cornman
Miller

Gracie
Chronister

18

30

31

Franklin & Sue
Oiler

EMT Meeting

Wayne & Mary
Anne Baum
6:45 Bible Study

13

Barb Metzger
Clint Baughman
Leilani Reeder
Janet Whisler
Keith & Wendy
Leydig

19

20

6:45 Bible Study

Julie Fealtman

21

7:30 AM
MEN’S BREAKFAST

22
Shannon Kane
Richard
Hockensmith

25

Bill & Lisa
Hollenbaugh
Bobby & Becky
Baker
John Sr. & Hazel
Holtry

CHILDREN’S DAY

12

26

27

28

Amelia Baum

Jessica Bear

6:45 Bible Study

Ian Reed

29

