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THE DESK OF PASTOR DON

“Another Day Closer”
Matthew 25:1-46
The End is near! Pretty common phrase that is used by the doomsday ‘preachers’ in our world
today. It used to be it was the street preacher carrying a sing board that had those words written on his placard, but in the 21st century the doomsayers have also grown to include the climate change alarmists. I will not take the time to delve into that rather complicated and heated (no pun intended…well maybe just a little) topic other than to say, yes, the climate is
changing… as it has been for centuries. And, yes, we are to be good stewards of our environment because it is what God commands of us. What I DO want to take time to talk about is
the end IS near in that Jesus return, the Second Advent, is closer now than ever before! Now
before you get all excited and think that I am a prophet, which I am not, it is only logical that
we are closer to His return than what we were 100 years ago. And tomorrow we will be even
closer. No one will know the time, the day, or even the year of Christ’s return. But scripture
makes it clear that we can be ready for that time when it comes. How are we to prepare for
that time?
In the 25th chapter of Matthew we read of three parable Jesus taught about the end times and
how we can be prepared for His return; the parables of the ten virgins, the talents, and the
sheep and goats. Each one emphasizes a different aspect of the return of Christ but all agree
that we need to be prepared when He does come. We are to be wise in our preparations (the
virgin parable). We are to be actively seeking to serve Him in His Kingdom work, growing
His ‘investments’ (parable of the talents). And we are to be mindful of the needs of others
along the way, providing comfort, encouragement, support, and help to all we meet (the parable of the sheep and goats). And within each of these three parables is another common
thread, that of accountability. Jesus has made known to everyone about what is expected of us
in His absence, His physical absence, from this world. We are His ambassadors, His representatives while He is away. And one day we will give an account for the type of Ambassador
we were while we walked this earth. The question is twofold; will we be ready to give such an
account and what type of account will it be? Make plans TODAY to not be caught unaware, like the 5 foolish virgins. Make plans today to be wise in the way you’re
‘investing’ the talents that God has given you for His Kingdom growth. And always be ready and willing to help someone along the way who has a need that
you can meet. For in so doing we do so unto Christ! Be blessed as we journey
together into a new year, a year which could be the year our Lord comes to
claim His bride!
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Special points of
interest:
Pastor Snyder will have
office hours as shown on
page 2. If he is unavailable, please leave a message
and he will return your
call.
In case of an emergency,
you may call Pastor Snyder
at home or on his cell.
Numbers are found on
page 2.

P AGE 2

P RAYER R EQUESTS

FOR

J ANUARY

Pastor Don
•
•

To be submissive to the Lord’s leading in ALL areas of my life.
Keeping balance in my responsibilities.

•

Emily and I planning a trip to Haiti, with Steve and Amy Piper of the Newburg Church, in midFebruary. Pray that the political climate in Haiti continues to calm down, and we are able to go.
I will be speaking to the student body at CVCS during a chapel service in January.

•

Pastor Brian

Pastor Don’s email is

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS

doublinggap@embarqmail.com

FOR JANUARY

OR

Monday through Thursday

feedmandcs@yahoo.com

8AM to 12 NOON

SECRETARY’S OFFICE HOURS

In case of an emergency you may
contact Pastor Don at home or on
his cell phone at:

Fridays “off” day.

Monday through Friday

Home: 776-1191
Cell:

278-7904

9AM to 12 NOON

Also appointments can be made .
Pastor Don will be unavailable on
the following days

6,7,9,14,20

dgapsec@embarqmail.com

Royetta will not be in the office
from January 29-February 4.

Big Spring Area Food Bank
Doubling Gap Church is a KETCHUP Church for the Big Spring Area Food Bank and we donate ketchup on
a monthly basis. If interested in sharing in this worthwhile ministry, please place your donations in the box provided in the narthex. All ketchup will be delivered to the Big Spring Area Food Bank by the scheduled distribution dates, a list is posted on the bulletin board. Your continued efforts are gratefully appreciated. If you have
any questions about the Food Bank, you can contact Jim Henneman.

V OLUME 11, I SSUE 11
V OLUME 20, I SSUE 1

P AGE 3

From the desk of pastor Brian
Why Jesus Prayed
Have you ever wondered about this? The gospels tell us that Jesus often went off by himself to pray. “Very early in the
morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” (Mark 1:35)
“After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray.” (Matthew 14:6) “Jesus went out as usual to
the Mount of Olives… He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed.” (Luke 20:62) Jesus prayed
for himself, for his disciples, and for all who would in the future come to believe in him (John 17). Why would Jesus, who was
equal in nature with God (see Philippians 2:6-8), who through the mystery of the trinity was God (and still is!), need to take
time to regularly pray? There are many theological answers to this; let me offer one.
Prayer is nothing more than communication with God. It’s less of giving God a list of praises and needs and wants and
concerns, and more about having a conversation with him. Recently, our Sunday morning small group discussed this very topic. I think that one of the reasons Jesus chose to communicate with God so often is because it helped to maintain their relationship to one another. I’m sure that when Jesus prayed by himself, he told the Father all about his joys and frustrations; how the
disciples were coming along; how misguided the Pharisees were; how tiresome ministry was; and other things that he was experiencing. You see, often times things we experience with someone, can come between us and someone else.
Many of us can relate to this with our spouses. For example, say that I go to work and something happens throughout
the day that frustrates me, upsets me, or causes me to worry about something. In my job, it could be an email from a parent, a
meeting with an administrator, or a negative interaction with a student. When I come home, I can either share talk about that
experience with my wife, or keep it to myself. If I keep it to myself, I tend to get quiet and withdraw as I brood over it. But if
I tell her about it, then I am inviting her to be part of my world. By not telling her about it, I withdraw emotionally and shut
her off to that part of my life. It took me a long time to learn that in marriage – that when I share things with her, it actually
helps me feel better because the things that I share no longer separate us, but instead become part of “us”. And, that’s a twoway street. Many times, we need to simply listen to our spouses as they share events of their day – not because we need to
“fix” something, but because in doing so, we are invited to be part of their world.

Are you reluctant to pray about things, because you feel like God should already know what you need? Do you feel
like prayer is irrelevant because God is all-knowing? After all, Jesus did say in Matthew 6:8 that “your Father knows what you
need before you ask him.” Will you consider, for a moment, that prayer isn’t about making sure that God knows your needs, but
instead, it is about removing those things that block your relationship with him? The simple truth is that prayer strengthens our
relationship with God. It makes us more aware of His presence, His leading, His peace, and His blessings. A man I once
worked for used to say, quite frequently, “We will pray, or we will fail.” If you like you are failing in an area of your life, make
time to pray. Bring those concerns and frustrations and fears to God, and invite him to be part of your world. Yes, God knows
what’s going on; but something inside of you will be set free when you choose to share them with God in prayer. And if you’re
struggling with this, let me know and we’ll make time to share a cup of coffee, and I’ll pray with you and for you.

Let 2020 be the year you discover how freeing prayer can be.
-Pastor Brian

P AGE 4

JANUARY’S Greeters
5-Bill & Roxy Fulton
12-Tim & Leilani Reeder
19-Ernie & Jeanette Morris
26-Sam & Betty Clouse

January’s

Nursery Schedule

Sunday School

Worship

5-Cora Agar & Jeanette Morris

5-Tammy Cornman & Carly Miller

12-Joyce Smith & Jeanette Morris

12-Sue Jardine & Sue Oiler

19-Dawne Dewalt & Cassie Blomstrom

19-Kelly Bier & April Smith

26-Jenn Bolze & Cindy Clouse

26-Jenn Bolze & Cindy Clouse

Family Life’s Weekend To Remember
Hershey Lodge, Feb. 14-16, 2020
Cost is $175 per person / $350 per couple. Early registration is $75 off, if you register a month ahead of time. Our church will also pay $50 per couple, for anyone from
our church who attends. That brings the total price to $225 per couple for the
weekend. If you have never gone, it’s a GREAT TIME away, no matter how long
you’ve been married, or how strong you feel your marriage is (or isn’t!) See Pastor
Don or Pastor Brian for more information!
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Junior Church 1 (Ages 3-5) Teachers & Helpers
*Meet in Room #4 in the CE Wing at 10:00 am
5-Sharon Hostetter & Ayla Davis
12-Sharon Hostetter & Ben Wert
19-Sharon Hostetter & Emilynn Howell
26-Children’s Chat & ARKK

JUNIOR CHURCH 2 (Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd Grade) TEACHERS & HELPERS
*Meet in Room #2 in the CE Wing at 10:00 AM

5-Sharon Barrick & Ayden Reed
12-Sharon Barrick & Cassie Bloomstrom
19-Sharon Barrick & Malia Lucas
26-Children’s Chat & ARKK

JUNIOR CHURCH 3 (3rd, 4th, 5th Grade) TEACHERS & HELPERS
**When you are assigned to be a helper, PLEASE be in the Junior Church room by 9:50. If you cannot be
a helper on the Sunday you have been assigned, PLEASE let Carrie Kimmich know (658-6339) so a replacement can be obtained if necessary.

5-John Kimmich & Gracie Chronister
12-John Kimmich & Carrie Kimmich
19-John Kimmich & Wendy Stuber
26-Children’s Chat & ARKK

Staff Appreciation Banquet
For all Sunday School, Junior Church, and Adult Small Group Leaders & Families

Sunday, January 26 (following worship)
Please sign up on the table outside the sanctuary by Wednesday, January 22. Come enjoy a
variety of warm soups, sandwiches, hot and cold drinks, and friendly conversation as we say
“thank you” to all you (and your families) who selflessly serve our church.

P AGE 6

Remember to sign up on the 2020
Flower Chart on the Narthex bulletin
board, to honor or memorialize family
or friends.
*The cost for the two vases of flowers
is $40.00

In case of inclement weather tune to
Channel 21 or 27 or call one of the
council members listed on the front
of the Beacon.

November’s income & attendance charts
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Balance as of November 1, 2019

$39,165.91

DEPOSITS

$18,328.03

EXPENSES
Donald C. Snyder ( Salary)
Donald C. Snyder (Housing)
Donald C. Snyder (Mileage Reimbursement)
Brian L. Ramsey (Director of Discipleship)
Royetta G. Baughman (Secretary)
The Board of Pensions
ERC (Retired Pastors Insurance)
ERC (Conference Tithe)
Brian Ramsey (Supplies, DDM)
Waste Management (Trash Service)
Paw Packs (Benevolent)
Adams Electric Cooperative
Century Link
Timmons Oil (345.9 gals. @ $2.44)
Justin Kaufman (Upgrade, Mic Cable)
Benevolent
Sheetz (Gas for Van)
Eileen Bear (Two Wreaths)
Carrie Kimmich (Jr. Church Crafts)
Bill Fulton (Gas for Mowers)
Coalition for Christian Outreach (A. Hodill-4th Qtr)
Winebrenner Theological Seminary (4th Qtr)
Green Ridge Village (Council Retreat)
Dylan Smith (Fall Fest)
Saylor's (Fall Fest)
YWAM Orlando (Honorarium)

Building Fund

USPS (Postage-Live Nativity)
Lowe's (Driveway Patch/Stove Receptacle)
Office Depot (Office Supplies)
Dice Office Equipment (Contract Overage)
ChristianBook.com (Spanish Our Daily Bread)
Samaritan's Purse (Shipping 123 boxes @ $9)
Building Fund Transfer
From Benevolent to Mission Trip Fund
Right Now Campaign (Monthly Service)
Mirelle Associates (P/R & Tax Service)
PA Dept of Revenue (SIT)
Internal Revenue Service (FIT,SS,Medi)
Sherry Koppenhaver (Cleaning Service)
Send International (Heather/Tony Book)
Avant Ministries (Ruth/Scott Yingling)
Entrust (Mary/Al Ginter)

$1,723.20
$1,192.10
$219.50
$420.68
$791.72
$468.41
$91.67
$1,955.00
$62.51
$119.58
$160.00
$204.00
$148.28
$837.08
$239.35
TOTAL EXPENSES:
$515.40
$83.01
$24.00
Balance as of November 30, 2019
$47.67
$51.75
$60.00
$60.00
$280.00
$160.00
$142.11
$75.00

$

272,263.69

(CD $206,224.87 & Checking $66,038.82)
The following is a breakdown of the major funds
available within the general treasury:
Live Nativity Fund

$ 3,158.81

Mission Fund

$

Mission Trip Fund

$ 9,783.72

533.70

$33.00
$170.26
$119.99
$501.98
$115.30
$1,107.00
$3,000.00
$199.60
$129.99
$80.00
$238.38
$1,497.78
$500.00
$70.00
$145.00
$120.00
$18,160.30

$39,333.64
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Bulletin Board
January 2020
Bobby Baker

Standard Lesson Quarterly

Room 9

Charlie Clouse

“Power of Love” by David Jeremiah,

Room 8

Leilani Reeder

“Judges” with JD Greear

Room 10

Adam Cohick

Gospel of Mark” by Francis Chan,

CE Wing

Mike Bolze

That the World May Know” by Ray Vander Laan

Room 5

Preschool – 1st Grade

Cliff & Connie Cornman

Room 11

2nd – 3rd Grade

Carl Baughman & Alan Dewalt

Room 13

4th-5th Grade

Shane Reed, Tammy Cornman, Dawne Dewalt

Room 14

6th – 12th Grade

Emily Rosenberry, Kyle Whisler

Weekly Adult Groups
“The Book of Judges” Some of the most exciting and intriguing stories from the OT appear in the book of Judges. We’ll begin a new study, starting January 8. We meet at 7
on Wednesday evenings for prayer & bible study. Open discussion, question-andanswer style. Come join us!
“Gospel of Mark”, by Francis Chan Men’s Bible Study, 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month,
7:00 at the church.

Family Life’s Weekend To Remember
Hershey Lodge

Feb. 14-16, 2020

Poconos

March 20-22, 2020

Poconos

March 27-29, 2020

Cost is $175 per person, plus lodging. Check www.familylife.com/weekend-to-remember for
available discounts; our church will also help pay for your registration. Contact Pastor Brian for
details.
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Mission Board Update
January’s Mission Moments
5-Update of all 2019 Ingatherings
12-Meet the Need
19-2020 Faith Promise-Acosta’s
26-Testimony & Praise Time

Fruitbelt Camps
We will be visiting the camps in January and having a meal with the workers. See Carl for additional information.

Paw Pack Program
Our church is collecting the following items:
Small packs of goldfish (1 oz bags)
Snack Pack Pudding (4 oz non refrigerated type)

Next Mission Board Meeting
January 2, 2020 at 7:00 PM

•

Pray for Carl & Royetta Baughman, Kyle Whisler and 17 other
Church of God team members as
they will be going to the Dominican Republic from January 29February 4, with Pastors Caleb
and Christina Acosta. We will be
doing work projects and ministering to four churches during
our visit.

•

Also remember Pastor Brian &
Emily Ramsey as they will be
heading to Haiti in February.

P AGE 10

Check these out on

RightNow Media is a free resource our church provides to you. Check out one of these this month!
Unsure how to use RNM? Contact Pastor Brian or the church office, and we’ll get you started!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“Nice”, by Sharon Hodde Miller. Can being nice actually become an idol in our lives? Do we want people to admire
us for appearing to have it all together? This 5-session series comes with free downloadable study guides and group discussion handouts. Perfect for a personal or group study. Videos are 12-15 minutes long. Try something new this year – get
a friend or two and challenge one another to go through this study together – even if you have to watch the videos separately, and communicate about them through text, email, or phone call.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“The Book of 1 Peter”, by Kyle Idleman. Do you see opposition as opportunity to live out your
faith? Peter wrote a letter to early Christians, challenging them to live out what they believe. Our
culture today is increasingly antagonistic towards Christianity – and in many cases, openly hostile.
Dig deep into 1 Peter for encouragement and practical steps for living out your faith. Video sessions are 10-14 minutes in length, and the study comes with free downloadable guides. From the
author of Grace is Greater, The End of Me, Not a Fan, and the Christmas Experience / The Easter
Experience.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“The Adventures of Ryan Defrates: Secret Agent”. An animated action-adventure series for kids
about a young spy who is arrogant and reckless, until he gets paired with a very unlikely partner – his
mom! Episodes are 25 minutes long, and are geared for children age 6 or older.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“Your Time-Starved Marriage”, by Les & Leslie Parrot. In this 6-session series, Drs. Les and
Leslie Parrott will help you better manage the priceless resource of time. They will show you how to
reclaim the time you’ve been missing and how to maximize the moments you have together. An optional workbook and assessment may be purchased. The free video episodes average 15 minutes each.
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Importance of Fathers to Their Daughters

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/importance-of-fathers-to-their-daughters/

By Timothy Sanford

Of all the relationships your daughter will experience (with her mother, teachers, coaches, boyfriends) the father-daughter
dyad has the potential to have the greatest positive impact on her life. Yes, her mother, teachers, coaches and friend’s parents will influence her greatly, yet there’s something unique, in the true sense of the word, about your role as her dad. As
father, you’re the alpha male of the wolf pack called the “Smith” family, and what you say or do carries more weight than if
anybody else says or does the same thing.
This position does not give you privilege or mean you’re more important than others; rather, you’re more accountable to
God for what you say and do. God made it that way and is why dad is so important to his daughter. The biggest, number
one item in your job description as her father is to validate her over and over and over and over again.

“You exist and you matter to me.”
“I’m proud to be your father.”

“You’re good enough.”
“I love you.”

“You belong in this family.”
“You’re my favorite-est _____________.”

Your daughter will receive validation for all sorts of things and from all sorts of people; some healthy and honest, others not so
much. Therefore, your important position in this father daughter dyad sets you up to influence her more than you can imagine.
Importance of Perspective for Daughters. As father, you provide a different perspective on life your daughter won’t otherwise
have. You’re a male; you’re “different” from her and her mother. Your daughter needs her mother’s adult female perspective
to model her own after. She certainly needs the different vantage point you have on issues she faces and will face. Having both
the female and male perspectives provides her with a full and more robust data base with which to interpret and navigate life’s
circumstances—especially the more complicated ones. For example, your “different” perspective on things will be invaluable to
her on topics such as boys and how they think, dating, safety concerns and personal boundaries. Furthermore, it will also help
her develop that all-important skill of understanding and getting along with people who hold differing world views.
Your daughter needs both her own female perspective and yours. In other words, share your perspectives and at the same time
learn to understand and validate her female way of thinking, even when it’s different; especially when it’s different.
Importance of Symbolizing the Heavenly Father. God describes His relationship to us as believers as the One who is our
“Heavenly Father.” Your role in interacting with your daughter provides the closest, real-life human example of the unseen
spiritual reality of how to relate with God. You can be the best example of how God is strong and protective, loving and gentle,
knowledgeable and trustworthy. That is to say, as dad, you can provide that very important, intimate reflection of a God who is
approachable and fun-loving to your daughter. How you

P AGE 12
interact with your daughter will be the way she learns to interact with God. Your best efforts will be incomplete and
imperfect. That’s to be expected. However, your routine human interactions with your daughter provide her with an
important spiritual roadmap of how to approach and interact with God the Father.
Being such a powerful influence in your daughter’s life may conjure up images of needing to be a super-hero or completing a “to do” list so long and complicated it seems impossible. That’s not the case. Being the father your daughter
needs is simply a matter of doing non-complicated, sometimes routine, things over and over and over again.
Important Yet Simple Steps for Dads
1. Be there. Be there at your daughter’s piano recitals and sports games. Be at her bedside for night time stories
and prayer. Come to at her parent-teacher conferences. Show up frequently so that your presence becomes the
norm and when you’re unable to be there she knows it’s only because you really couldn’t.
2. Do things she likes to do. Initiate doing the things your daughter likes to do. Enter into her world. Enjoying what
she likes validates her and gives her a sense of her own individuality.
3. Appropriate affection. Physically hold, touch and play with her. Healthy, safe touch from you is important—
especially when her body begins to develop. Accept the fact that how you hold, touch and interact playfully with
her will change as she ages. However, don’t pull away from physical interactions with her. Find safe and appropriate ways to stay physically connected; ways she deems comfortable.
4. Include her. Include her in things you like to do. Give your daughter the opportunity to participate in things that
interest you. Invite her into the activities that are stereotypically classified as “guy” things; mountain biking, playing drums, building or “tinkering” on things out in the garage. She might surprise you and take you up on your
offer.
5. Treat her as equally valuable. Treat her as an equal . . . because she is an equal. Her female-ness is just as valued, her perspective on a matter is as viable as yours. Let her be the same as boys and different from them at the
same time. Avoid purposefully—or inadvertently—teaching your daughter she’s supposed to be “fragile” or
afraid of things like bugs or dirt. Teach her how to be strong; strong-minded, strong-spirited, strong physically.
For instance, let your daughter know she can be tough as nails one minute and cute as a button the next.
6. Be curious. Ask questions. What’s OK for you to do or say—especially when her peers are around. Are there pet
names (if any) she’s comfortable with you using? When is a hug is OK? Are there things you do or say that embarrass her? Asking questions like these encourages her to develop her own voice. They provide opportunities for
her to give you her viewpoint. Questions demonstrates a teachable spirit and expresses love and acceptance.
Believe it or not, when you ask if there are things you do or say that embarrass her, you demonstrate your protection for her. That is to say, you’re emotionally protecting her from your words or actions that may cause her
pain.
7. Validate. Validate, validate and validate some more. Validate your daughter’s efforts and accomplishments, her
unique personality traits, her female way of thinking and her character. She needs to hear validation from you
again and again and again.
In conclusion, being the father in the unique father-daughter dyad is an incredible privilege and challenge. While it’s a
huge responsibility, it’s a very doable task. It’s built in having common ordinary interactions with your daughter day
after day after day after day, even into her adult years.

